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“Almighty God, Who  

has given us this good  

land for our heritage;  

We humbly beseech Thee  

that we may always prove  

ourselves a people mindful of  

Thy favor and glad to do Thy 
 will.  Bless our land with  

  honorable ministry, sound  
  learning, and pure manners.” 

--Thomas Jefferson, Washington D.C., March 4, 1801 



 

Being Christ to Others –  

Snapshots of the Kingdom 
by Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

The theme for this year’s Virginia Annual Conference was Being Christ to Others – Snapshots of 
the Kingdom.  Attended by more than 3,350 Virginia United Methodist clergy and laity representa-
tives, the meeting took place at the Civic Center in Roanoke, Virginia, June 15-19.   We gathered for 
worship and Bible study, the celebration of mission locally and globally, and to conduct the business 
of the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church.  Bishop Tim Whitaker of the Florida An-
nual Conference and a former clergy member of the Virginia Conference, presided over the confer-
ence in the absence of our Bishop Charlene Kammerer, who was ill at the time of conference. 

This year, the gathering included election of delegates to General Conference, the denomination’s 
top policy-making assembly that meets every four years to revise church law and establish policies.  
The next General Conference will meet April 24-May 4, 2012, in Tampa, Florida.  The Virginia Confer-
ence elected 13 clergy and 13 laity delegates to General Conference, a total of 26 – tied with the 
North Georgia Conference as the largest U.S. delegation. 

The Virginia Conference also elected delegates to the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, one 
of five U.S. jurisdictional conferences that will be held in July 2012 to elect bishops and assign them 
to geographic areas for the next four years.  Since Bishop Kammerer recently announced her retire-
ment following next year’s Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, a new bishop will be assigned to 
the Virginia Conference beginning in September 2012. 

This year Virginia Annual Conference members were presented with 18 resolutions to vote for or 
against or amend, eight of which were petitions to make changes to The Book of Discipline of The 
United Methodist Church, the denomination’s book of laws.  The resolutions approved by the Virginia 
Conference will be forwarded to the 2012 General Conference for consideration. 

A special mission celebration was held on Thursday evening.  A team of 13 children, ages 11-14, 
and four adults from one of the Shade and Fresh Water projects in Brazil were part of the celebra-
tion.  Also participating were children from the Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, Virginia, 
and the Community Outreach Program in Roanoke.  The children marched to ―Jesus Loves the Little 
Children‖ and sang songs in English and Portuguese for conference members.  Attendees raised pic-
tures of mission work in their own local congregations.  The pictures were put on display in the ex-
hibit area, including two pictures from Williamsburg UMC. 

Conference preacher for our worship times this year was the Rev. Dr. Sam Wells, Dean of the 
Chapel at Duke University.  Morning Bible study leader was German native Thomas Kemper, head of 
the General Board of Global Ministries, the global mission agency of The United Methodist Church. 

In response to natural disasters in the United States and abroad, local churches brought more 
than 48,000 kits of critically needed items to conference for distribution through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), including more than 450 kits from Williamsburg UMC.  Health Kits, 
School Kits, Baby/Layette Kits, Birthing Kits and Cleaning Buckets were collected in semi-trailers that 
were then driven to the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana. 

Very early on Friday morning of the conference, volunteers gathered in the parking lot of the 
Roanoke Civic Center to help bag and load more than 20 tons of donated potatoes to be picked up 
by regional food banks, church pantries, soup kitchens and other local feeding agencies.  Those at-
tending the conference also brought canned goods or boxed dry foods for the Southwestern Virginia 
Food Bank in Roanoke. 

(Continued on next page) 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

Summer can be a great time to catch up on some of the reading that got left behind 
during Lent and Easter, so that’s how I’ve been spending some of my time these days.  I 
recently finished Rob Bell’s Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every 
Person Who Ever Lived.   You may have heard of this book.  It got a lot of press a few 
months ago when it first came out.  In fact, it’s already a bestseller.  The reason it got so 
much publicity was that critics called it heresy for its (alleged) argument that everyone 
will be saved.  And who doesn’t love a good heresy every once in a while, to keep things 
interesting? 

As it turns out, that’s not exactly what Bell’s argument is.   He does challenge the 
notion that any of us can judge the ultimate destinies of others with any certainty.  He 
does allow room for Christ to be present and active in people’s lives without us or even 
them naming it as such.  He does remind us that the kingdom of heaven is a reality that 
will be fulfilled on earth, rather than in some celestial realm; and that the will of God and 
the purpose of Christ’s life and death is for all to be a part of that kingdom.  He suggests 
that the difference between heaven and hell may not be a physical separation but, in 
fact, how we respond to life in God’s kingdom with all those people we didn’t think 
should have made it there. 

Most of my friends and colleagues who have read Bell’s book find it to be a lot less 
controversial than the hype would have you believe.  But what I did find was that Love 
Wins was extremely helpful in allowing me to think about and express my own soteriol-
ogy—my theology of salvation. 

Why is that important?  The truth is that our soteriologies, our beliefs about heaven 
and hell, affect the way we live our lives now.  They affect the way we judge and the 
way we love other people.  The book is a reminder that our task as Christians is to live in 
the reality of God’s kingdom today, here and now—so that it will be natural for us when 
God’s kingdom really is fulfilled on earth.  There is a copy of Love Wins in the church li-
brary if you’re hungry for a little more heresy—or just some plain good theology! 

(Continued from previous page) 
 

Friday evening featured A Service for the Ordering of Ministry.  Dr. Sam Wells preached on the 
theme ―Flogged and Dragged.‖  Speaking to the candidates for ministry, he said ―Something in each 
one of you has decided that you are going to do this Christianity thing and you are going to do it 
properly…Have you seen the glory of God?  Do you want to?  Let’s go looking for the glory.‖  There 
is a message for all of us in that, don’t you think? 

In regards to our church’s place in the Conference, Williamsburg UMC is joining the York River 
District!  At this year’s Virginia Annual Conference, the number of districts was reduced from 18 to 
16.  The 34 churches of the Peninsula District are now part of a new district, the York River District, 
which also includes 1 church from the Richmond District, 26 churches from the former Rappahannock 
District and 7 churches from the former Portsmouth District.  The superintendent of the York River 
District is the Rev. Joe Carson. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
July 2011 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, July 12th, 6:30 p.m.  We will meet at Center 
Street Grill in New Town.  Join us for an evening of fellowship and to discuss our 
summer canning projects for the Bazaar. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – We will not meet in July.  Our next ―informal‖ get-together is 
August 1st at which time we’ll discuss plan/collect money for back to school supplies 
for kits.   
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – No meeting in July or August.  Next sched-
uled meeting will be Tuesday,  September 6th,  at  9:45 a.m. in UMW Room 309. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – No meeting in July or August.  Next scheduled meeting will be 
on Tuesday, September 6th, 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room. 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle – No meeting in July or August.  Next scheduled meeting 
will be on Wednesday, September 7th, 10:00 a.m. in UMW Room 309. 
 

Friendship Circle – No meeting in July or August.  Next scheduled meeting will be 
September 12th, 10:30 a.m. in UMW Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – No scheduled meeting for July or August.  Will resume 
meetings on Monday, September 12th at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Carol Scott Circle – We will not meet in July or August.  The next meeting will be 
held on September 13th in the Church Den.  
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – No meeting in July or August.  Next scheduled 
meeting will be on Tuesday, September 20th, 10:30 a.m., second floor, Studio 200, 
Williamsburg Landing Building. 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all 
the ministries and other activities that you or 
your family may be interested in joining!!  We 
have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

Daniel Robert Blalock 
Born June 20, 2011 to  

Max & Becky Blalock.   

 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! Have you checked 
out our Website? 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts  
and prayers  

go out to the families  
of those  

who have passed away 
during the month 

of June: 

Earl Hastings 
 

Iris G. Powell 

(mother of Donna Smith) 

As you plan your summer getaway, include an escape into the world of fiction.  Whether your destination 
is the ocean, mountains or the air-conditioned comfort of your easy chair, our library  has some wonderful 
companions to keep you company.  Featured this month is the fascinating historical novel, Pope Joan, the 
legend that will not die about the 9th century woman who disguised herself as a man and rose to become the 
only female Pope.  Or check out Orson Scott Card’s trilogy on the Women of Genesis, Sarah, Rebekah, and 
Rachel & Leah; Marilynn Robinson’s, Gilead; Frederick Buechner’s, Brendan; Cathy Gohlke’s William 
Henry Is A Fine Name; and The Noticer by Andy Andrews to name just a few. 

  

The children will want to get acquainted with Einstein, not the scientist but a 
tiny miniature horse.  Too small to play with the other miniature horses, Einstein is 
lonely until he finally finds a friend in...oh but I don’t want to spoil the sur-
prise.  Check out A Friend for Einstein to learn the happy ending to this 
story.  You’ll also want to visit All the Place to Love, learn who are the Dancers 
in the Garden, discover When Lightning Comes In A Jar,  and take A Picnic 
With The Barleys. 

  

It was Abraham Lincoln who said, ―My best friend is the one who gives me a book I haven’t read.‖  Be 
someone’s best friend.  Check out a book from our library and then recommend it to a friend. 

Library News 

Shawl Ministry 

Meeting 
 

July 18 at 2:00 p.m. 

in the Atrium 
 

Collect your yarn and needles and 
plan to join us for knitting and    

fellowship.  Everyone is welcome 
and we'd love to see you.  For     
further information, please call 

Nancy Brown (564-3047). 



 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in July! 
 

 From reNEW Youth Ministry 
 

Where it the world is Rev. Query?  It’s a good question.  You may look around and feel 
like it’s been a good-long-while since you’ve seen him around the church.  The simple an-
swer is that if it’s July and Todd’s not here, he’s probably on a Mission Trip. 

 

The Mission Trip Season started on June 26 when a group of Middle School students left 
for Jeremiah Project in Winchester, VA.  They’ll return on July 2, just in time for the In-
dependence Day holiday.   

 

Speaking of July 4th, if you’re planning to visit Colonial Williamsburg for the fireworks 
display, leave your car in the WUMC Parking Lot, where representatives from reNEW Youth 
Ministry will help you find a spot in exchange for a donation to benefit Youth Missions! 

 

Rev. Query will return to Jeremiah Project on July 7 where he’ll serve as the Pro-
gram Director/Keynote Speaker until July 16. Serving with Todd at JP will be reNEW 
Youth ―alumni‖ and GMU student, Chris Rudnicky, who will serve as Worship Leader. 

 

On July 24, Rev. Query will depart on the High School mission trip to TEAMeffort 
in Copperhill, TN.  It’s a new organization for us to work with, in a brand new area: the 
Southern Appalachian Mountains, although we stayed at the Copperhill Camp in 2010 on 
our stopover to—and from—Memphis.  The TEAMeffort group will return on July 30. 

 

Speaking of the TEAMeffrot trip, participants (and their parents) are reminded of an 
important “PrePack” meeting at 7pm on July 19 in the Youth Center.  This meeting 
will include an in-depth packing list as well as last-minute information about the TEAMeffort 
Trip.  Attendance at this meeting by student and at least one parent is EXTREMELY impor-
tant.  Forms and outstanding balance are also due at this meeting. 

 

―Like‖ our Page on Facebook (facebook.com/wumcyouth) to see pictures and get up-
dates on our Summer Trips and other reNEW Youth Ministry events.  Use the link under 
―College & Youth‖ to subscribe to the reNEWsletter to receive our regular electronic news-
letter.   

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
 

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline for 
submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 

printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing.  They can be submit-
ted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, 
please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

http://www.facebook.com/wumcyouth
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Wish List for Respite Care 

Memorial Fund 
The Memorial Fund at WUMC is administered by the Worship Committee. Contributions in memory or in 

honor of a loved one are added to the Memorial Fund, unless otherwise designated. 
 

Memorial Funds are used only for the enhancement of worship. Examples of expenditures of these funds 
are:  the new piano for the sanctuary, refurbishment of the chapel, contribution to the organ fund and of 
late, assistance in purchasing new robes for the choir.  Worship enhancements may be purchased without 
using money from the church budget. 

 

Family members are contacted, for approval, at the time that the money given in memory of their loved 
one is being considered for use.     

 

The Worship Committee appreciates these funds that are used for special projects.  The committee is 
very careful about how the money is spent. 

*Individual Serving Pre-Packaged Snacks* 
 

Fruits 
Raisins in mini boxes 

Prunes individually wrapped 
Applesauce 4 oz. servings 

Mandarin Oranges or other fruits, light syrup 
 

Proteins 
Jiff to Go Peanut Butter (1.5 oz cups) (Walmart 

carries) 
Cabot Cheese Slices 

Ritz Bitz 
Peanut Butter & Jelly Uncrustables (sandwiches in 

freezer section) 
Hummus Cups (Costco carries) 

 

Dairy 
Yogurt (6 oz. size) 

Pudding 
 

Misc 
Nabisco Teddy Grahams 

Captains Wafer Crackers (4 crackers/pkg) 
Soft Granola/Fruit Bars 

Sugar Free Jello 
Animal Crackers 

*Equipment* 
 

Handheld Dictation Mini-Cassette Recorder 
Participants would be recorded singing hymns and 

making music with various instruments.  These 
recordings would be shared at community  

engagements. 
 

Portable Digital Projector 
A projector to link to a laptop computer for  

presentations to community organizations would 
enhance our public relations efforts.  This would 
also be used with our client enrichment programs 

in Respite. 
 

Laptop Computer 
A laptop, equipped with Microsoft Office, would be 

used to develop a power point presentation for 
community speaking opportunities and client    

enrichment activities. 
 

Stationary Recumbent Bike 
A bike would be used to provide exercise and 

stimulation for clients that are able. 

Please contact Carolyn Yowell or Janet Dugas at 229-1771, with questions. 



 

Dalcroze Eurhythmics 

Workshop 
 

Jeff Phelps, orchestra director of the Gover-
nor's School of the Arts, and former Williamsburg 
Youth Orchestra director, will present a Dalcroze 
Eurhythmics workshop Wednesday, July 6, 7:30-
8:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The workshop is 
free and open to middle-school through adult par-
ticipants and observers.  Those wanting to partici-
pate should wear comfortable clothing and socks. 

More information at 
www.flutefrenzy.org, or call 
Margaret Carlson, 253-
0850. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Margaret Carlson, 
Director of Flute Frenzy 

CHOIR NEWS 
Many thanks go to 

the children’s choirs for 
donating 17 School Kits 
to Church World Ser-
vice.  These school sup-
plies will be distributed 
to children, world-wide, 

whose education has been disrupted because of 
poverty or a natural disaster.   
 

Congratulations to Neal Lensenmayer, a mem-
ber of the Canticles of Praise and Bells of Praise 
choirs!  For the second year, Neal has been ac-
cepted to represent our church in the conference 
choir, Voices of Youth.  Voices of Youth is a mis-
sion program designed to ―connect high school 
youth with those in need through music and mis-
sion.‖  From July 13th to August 5th, Neal and other 
young people will be singing and serving in the 
Dominican Republic.    

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers to help in the 

following two areas: Music Library (cataloging, 
filing music, posting new music on Microsoft Ac-
cess database software, preparing choir folders, 
etc.), and Special Events (coordinating logistics 
for annual Messiah, Bach choir concerts, Handbell 
concerts, Jazz Vespers, Celtic Worship, Taize Wor-
ship, Wesley Heritage Sunday, etc.). If you would 
like more information about how you might help, 
contact Richard Sowers (229-1771 x107) or email: 
rsowers@williamsburgumc.org. 

REGISTRATION FOR  

SUMMER & FALL 

COURSES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration is still open for the July 25-29 five 

day summer session, offering morning and eve-
ning classes for infants and children through age 5 
as well as Introduction to Keyboard for children 
ages 6-7.  Learn more about the summer session 
and the fall schedule, including keyboard classes 
for adults, by contacting Cindy Freeman (229-
1771 X108). 

http://www.flutefrenzy.org
mailto:rsowers@williamsburgumc.org


 

  

 ECMS Graduation 
 

 On May 14th, these students at the Early Childhood Music School  

of Williamsburg United Methodist Church celebrated their graduation from the two-year 

Young Musicians program.  While this step represents a major milestone in their music 

education, many have participated since infancy and most will continue on to either Key-

board or Recorder class in the fall. 
 

Pictured standing (L-R) are:  Amos Thacker-Gwaltney, Ian Howard, Skylar Jensen, 

Blake Bowmer, Madison Toney, Benjamin Hardy, Jordan Damian, Layton Miller,  

Parkman Miller, Daniel Peyser and Daniel Owens.  Pictured, seated (L-R) are:   

Lucia Buck, Elizabeth Reilly, Summer Vander Kooi,  Alina Wolverton-Diggs, Margaret 

Sykes,  Matthew Earnhart, 

Ethan Conner, Lily Knowles, 

Calisa Hagerman and  

Cameron Fagerland.  Other 

graduates include:  

Thomas Lacy and 

 Sarah Proctor 

ECMS DIRECTOR RECEIVES 
EXEMPLARY PROGRAM 

AWARD 
 At the recent Musikgarten Teacher Festival in Greens-
boro, NC, Cindy Freeman, Director of the Early Childhood Music 
School was awarded the 2011 Musikgarten Exemplary Program 
Award.  The award signifies that the school offers a full com-
plement of quality Musikgarten classes for children ages 2 
months through 9 years and group piano for adults.  The 

Musikgarten curriculum is renowned for helping young children develop valuable social, emotional, musical, 
and physical skills. The school is one of only 85 programs world-wide to receive this prestigious award.  Pic-
tured are Jill Hannagan, Musikgarten Vice President, Cindy Freeman, ECMS director, Dr. Lorna Heyge, Musik-
garten President and Norma Champion, ECMS instructor. 



 

UMCOR Kits 
Thank you all for donating items for the 

kits and the monetary donations for ship-
ping.  The 462 kits made included: 
 

School Kits 150  

Birthing Kits 53 

Sewing Kits 22  

Baby/Layette 51 

Health Kits 186 
 

The money sent with the kits totaled $646!! 
 

 Barbara Hamson 

 Mary Liz Sadler 

Tai Chi Class Offered 
 

A Tai Chi class will be offered this fall.  The 
first class will be Wednesday, September 14 from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  It will be an eight week 
course and the cost will be $35.  It will be taught 
by Bill Hansel.  Those interested may call Jeanetta 
Benedict (565-6338), Joanne Sutlive (253-0754), 
or Ruth Simpson (229-2070). 

Below is just a short list of some services and items we have received for the UMW Bazaar.  
After reading this we are hopeful that you will call and offer a service or an item that can be auctioned.  Since 
our last bazaar two years ago we have donated more than $15,000 to missions both local and abroad, and 
with everyone's help, we will do that again. 
 

We have to date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Once you’ve read this, think about what you can donate for the Silent Auction, and call Char-
lotte Copley (258-4809) or any other UMW member.  Also we DO want your old jewelry 

(costume jewelry and evening bags).  We also request puzzles and games.  Don’t forget   
the marble container! 

 

Our next bazaar collection date will be July 15 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Room 303. 

 An Afternoon Tea for 10 

  2 Coconut Custard & 1 Chocolate or  Coconut  
  Cream Pie (when you desire) 

    Eight Place Setting of China 

     A Doll Baby (w/ extra outfits) and Cradle 

      A Barbie Doll w/ suitcase 

 Quilted Wall Hangings 

  Four Seasonal Ceramic Wall Plates 

   A Gund Canterbury Bear 

    A Hugh Framed Mirror 

     Standing World Globe 

       Very Beautiful Necklace/Earrings 

More Services Needed for the  
Silent Auction 



 

Our Parsonage 

Our work for now has been completed at the 
parsonage.  The trustees invite you to ride by 194 
Mill Neck Road and see the new roof and the re-
placement windows.  The home is now more en-
ergy efficient. 

 

Many of our members may be unaware that 
our 48-year-old parsonage was completed in 1963 
and has provided our senior pastors and their 
families with a comfortable and convenient resi-
dence.  The parsonage has also grown in value to 
become a major asset of the Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church. 

 

Trustee Historical Committee 

Our newly organized Historical Committee is 
busy collecting data and completing research.  
Some of the information gathered will become 
available to review from time to time through pic-
tures displayed in a ―wall grouping.‖  One of the 
recently discovered articles appeared in the Vir-
ginia Methodist Advocate dated August 8, 1963.  
We thought you would enjoy reading it! (article 
appears to the right) 

 

Bamboo Containment 

Eight church members volunteered their time 
and endured intense heat on Saturday morning, 
June 11th, working diligently to help eliminate the 
bamboo taking over our children’s playground 
area.  The scheduled work session was organized 
and supervised by Dick Bennett.  Other volunteers 
assisting were Dave & Phyllis Lee, Bud Lee, Jim 
Brown, Charlie Clark, Phil Mouser, and Bill Hill.  
We are hopeful the efforts of these members will 
contain the aggressive growth of the bamboo for 
the next several years. 

From the Trustee’s Corner . . .  
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Summer Re-Choired 
July 3 thru August 28 

 

Each summer we invite members of the congregation to join us for 
―Summer Choir.‖ If you have thought of joining the choir in the past, but 
could not make the time commitment, then Summer Choir is an easy and 

fun alternative. There are no weekly rehearsals. If you’d like to sing for the 8:15 AM worship service simply 
show up a few minutes before 7:45 AM in the choir rehearsal room #114 (basement). If you’d like to sing at 
the 11:00 AM worship service, come a few minutes before our 10:30 AM rehearsal in room #114. We will 
supply you with a robe and a hymnal and have a short rehearsal to go over the service music. Everything we 
sing will be from one or both of our UM hymnals, usually something familiar or easy to learn. 

 

If you are interested in singing with one of our choirs starting in the fall it’s never too early 
to contact us. The Sanctuary Choir sings for the 8:15 AM service, the Chancel Choir sings 
for the 11:00 AM service, and the Williamsburg Bach Choir sings 3-4 sacred concerts per 
year. There are no auditions required to join the 2 adult choirs assigned to Sunday morn-
ing worship. The Bach choir is by audition only. Contact Richard Sowers for more informa-
tion at 229.1771, ext. 107 or email: rsowers@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:rsowers@williamsburgumc.org

